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rock children. Navaho children far exceed all other tribes tested
in this preoccupation with property; they even go beyond the middle-
western white children, although the latter approach them rather
closely in some respects.
2.    IMPORTANCE OF THE FAMILY
Not only do the children say that they are happy when the family
is doing things together or when relatives visit, hut they recall as
sad occasions times when family members go away or are removed
by death. This is even more strikingly the case at Navaho Mountain
than at Shiprock. While white children associate "happiness" with
the family to about the same degree, loss of family members seems
to impress them less than it does the Navahos.
It seems likely that -this difference may be accounted for by the
difference in family structure in the two societies. The Navaho
family is large, and each child has not a single but several "mothers**
and "fathers" as well as additional "brothers" and "sisters." While
emotional ties to a given individual may not be as intense in these
circumstances as in the white family, still each child has more than
one "father" (for example) that he can lose. Moreover, in Navaho
life it is often necessary for wage earners to be away from home en-
tirely for considerable periods of time rather than for the daily eight
hours common in white society. Thus "loss of family members" is
a usual experience for a Navaho child. Although he may not be as
deeply attached to his real father as is a white child, he will be more
affected if his father's brother or mother's brother goes away than a
white child would be at the departure of an uncle,
If a count is made of all the different people named in connection
with the instances of the various "emotions," it shows that about half
the list is of family members, which is also the case for the white
children. If, however, they are separated into those who stand in a
positive relationship to the child (that is, those associated with Hap-
piness and Best Thing), and those who stand in a negative relation-
ship (Fear, Anger, Shame3), family members make up more than
three quarters of the positive list and only a third of the negative list
for Navahos, while they fill slightly more than half of both lists for
the white children. Thus the Navaho family appears to be chiefly
* Note that Sadness is left out, as not being clearly either "positive" or "negative,"
and Worst Thing because hardly any persons were mentioned.